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     We have come to the point we had prayed would not happen during the holiday season.  Due to 
the rising numbers from Civid-19 in our state, it has been decided that we are closing Sparta FUMC 
until January 10, 2021.   On November 17, 2020,  Bishop Frank Beard issued guidelines for church 
closures through December 13, 2020.  He will then access the situation further.  We are anticipating 
further closures then too.  After discussing this with key people in our church, we have decided that 
we would be facing the same issues as we did with Thanksgiving, after Christmas and New Year’s 
Eve.   
 

     We know this is not how we would wish to spend our Advent/Christmas season, but we need to 
be diligent in our congregation’s safety, and our church does not become a hot spot.  The good news 
is that we do not need a “building” to be the church!  We can still celebrate the birth of our Lord and 
Savior.  We can still make the most of the situation we are in.  Please be sure to read further in the 
newsletter as we have planned extra online items for the Advent/Christmas season.  
 

Sunday Services will be recorded and streamed on our facebook page.   
You can find our facebook page at Sparta First United Methodist Church. 

 

     We thank you for your understanding in this matter.  All in person gatherings are cancelled until 
January 10, 2021.  Pastor Randy will man he office on Wednesday’s from 9-Noon.   
If you need anything at other times, please call him or text him at 217-520-5267. 
 

     Let us continue to be a HOPEfilled people as we find different ways to  
celebrate Jesus Christ during this time of Covid-19. 
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“And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, 
keeping watch over their flacks at night.  An angel of the 
Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid”.  I bring good news of great Joy 
that will be for all people.  Today in the town of David a 

Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.  This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.  Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared 
with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to those 
on whom his favor rests.”           Luke 18-14 

 
     2020, a year we will not quickly forget.  For each of us it holds memories of things that could not happen 
due to the pandemic.  It has challenged us in ways we never expected and has made a lasting impression on 
our lives.  “Do not be afraid” says the angel. 
 
     As we enter this season of Advent and Christmas, we are not sure what the world will hold for us.  The hol-
idays will not resemble anything we are used to it being.  The pandemic is worsening, and numbers are rising.    
“Do not be afraid” says the angel. 
 
     We yearn for some form of normality to exist again.  But it looks like we may have to live into a new 
“normal”.  “Do not be afraid” says the angel. 
 
     “Do not be afraid” says the angel.  The shepherds heeded that advice and rushed see and celebrate what 
they had be told.  Christ the Lord had been born.   
 
     No matter what lies ahead of us in this world, remember “Do not be afraid” says the angel.  It applies to 
us today, just as it did to those shepherds who heard that first announcement of Christ’s birth.  We can face 
anything during this journey we are on because Christ walks with us through the mountain tops and the dark 
valleys.  He is always by our side.  We are just as flabbergasted, as those people of Jesus’ time, that the Savior 
came to earth in the form of a tiny baby.  But that baby changed 
the world forever. 
 
     “Do not be afraid” says the angel.  Good advice for us to 
remember in these unprecedented times. 
 
Advent and Christmas will still happen, no matter what else is 
happening in this world of ours. We will celebrate the good 
news of great joy.  We, the people of God, will pause on Christ-
mas Eve to remember the birth of our Lord and Savior. And we 
will not be afraid! 
 

Have a blessed Advent  
and Christmas season. 

 

Pastor Randy McGeehon 

Cell: 217-520-5267 

Email: Rmcgeehon@gmail.com 
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Christmas Eve Service will be celebrated online only this year.  With the numbers in our 
county rising due to the pandemic, we feel this will 
be the safest way to worship the birth of our Lord.   
The service will be posted online the day of De-
cember 24th.  You and your family may view it at a 
convenient time that day.  Pastor Randy will be of-
fering Holy Communion at the church from 2:00 
pm-4:00 pm.  Please only enter the sanctuary one 
family at a time.  Thank you for your understand-
ing. 
 
Our March to the Manger, will not take place dur-

ing a Worship Service this year.  You may make your Christmas offering by bringing to 
the church or mailing it to the church.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Pastor Randy will be offering an Advent Reflection online the 
four Sundays of Advent at 6:00 pm on Facebook Live.  It is 
based on the book The Unsettling Season by Donald J. Shelby.  
Each session should only last about 30 minutes. The four top-
ics that he will focus on are  
 November 29 - Watching  Waiting Expectantly 
 December 6 -    Jesus Came and Comes 
 December 13 -  Where Jesus Came and Comes.   
 December 20 -  How Jesus Came and Comes.   
 
For us, the Christmas season is a time of celebration as we 
gather with family and friends.  But many people have a blue 
Christmas each year due to the loss of a loved one.  The long-
est night of the year happens at the winter solstice on Decem-
ber 22.  That evening at 7:00 pm, A Blue Christmas Service will be offered on Face-
book Live.  Our prayer is that you will join us as we try to comfort those who might be 
grieving.  We want to let them know they are not alone in their grief during this blessed 
season. 
 
This year we all will miss the opportunity to sing Christmas Carols as a church.  Gary 
Cox and Pastor Randy are planning an online Christmas Carol Sing the evening of 
Wednesday December 16, 202 at 6:00 

pm.  You are invited to join us on Face-
book Live and sing along with us.  Covid-
19 may try its darndest to stifle our 
Christmas Spirit but will not succeed! 
 

  Please plan on joining us that evening on 
Facebook Live. 
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 First United Methodist Church 
Administrative Council Meeting 
November 9, 2020,   7:00pm 
 

Persons Attending:  Randy McGeehon, Brooke Ger-
lach, Jan Seals, Tanya Cowan, Dot Heuman, Gary 
Cox, Kathy Ruhmann, Carl Holland, Jeremy 
Volkmar, Patti Cecil, Mary Hauskins,   
     
The meeting began at 7:00 pm with a prayer by Pas-
tor Randy. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  The minutes from the October 
meeting were reviewed by all.  Carl Holland moved 
to accept the minutes as presented.  Dot Heuman 
seconded.  The minutes were accepted. 
 
Church School Superintendent: Brooke Gerlach 
The Trunk or Treat night at the church was a huge 
success this year.  There were over 300 children 
who participated.  Sunday school has been having 
about 20 people (adults and children) each week so 
far.  The biggest adult class is meeting in the fellow-
ship hall to allow for more social distancing.  The 
winter adult books are in each Sunday school room.  
There will be a Children’s Christmas program, but it 
will be videotaped and shown in church.  Brooke is 
working to get the outdoor Nativity scene set up for 
Christmas. 
 
Treasurer: Patti Cecil 
All bills continue to be paid on time.  There is now 
$120,414.62 left on the building loan.   
 
Meal Ministry, NOW Comm: Mary Hauskins 
Brian and Kendra Beattie received meals from 
church members for about a week.  They were very 
appreciative.  There will be no Secret Pal program 
this year.  Instead, children are getting birthday 
cards with $1.00 in each.  The NOW committee is 
also sending cards to shut-ins about once each 
month to let them know their church family is think-
ing of them.  College care packages are getting put 
together.  Masks are being included in the packages 
this year.  There was a discussion about providing 
Dairy Queen gift cards to workers at the Randolph 
County Care Center.  Mary then moved that we con-
tribute $5.00 toward a $10.00 DQ gift card to the 
Randolph County Care Center workers.  Brooke se-
conded the motion.  It is thought that this money 
could come from one of the care grants the church 
received.  Scott Rust at the Dairy Queen will con-
tribute $5.00 toward the gift card as well. 

Worship Committee: Dot Heuman 
Pastor Randy has been responsible for the lovely fall 
decorations on the altar right now.  Banners for the 
sanctuary have been discussed by the worship com-
mittee.  It was suggested that these could be pur-
chased with Memorial money.   Larry Rosenthal and 
helpers will get the church Christmas trees up and 
Debbie Schupbach and helpers will get them deco-
rated before the first Sunday in Advent. 
 
Pastor’s Report: Randy McGeehon 
Larry Ashley brought Joel Finley to the church to 
get gutters cleaned out.  The Community Thanksgiv-
ing Service will be online this year with contribu-
tions from the four churches that collaborate with 
the Ministerial Alliance.  After some discussion, 
Gary Cox moved that the Thanksgiving offering this 
year go to the Ministerial Alliance.  Brooke Gerlach 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried.   Carl 
Holland moved that the Christmas offering this year 
be left up to Pastor Randy – wherever he sees the 
need.  Brooke Gerlach seconded the motion and it 
passed.  There was a short discussion on Christmas 
bonuses that have typically been given to the secre-
tary and the pastor.  Dot Heuman moved that each 
year, Christmas bonuses of $200 to the secretary and 
$300 to the pastor be included in the December 15th 
payroll.  Brooke Gerlach seconded the motion.  
Each year, Christmas bonuses will be included in 
the December 15th payroll - $200 for the secretary 
and $300 for the pastor.  This is an increase of $50 
for each from previous years, however this amount 
had not been increased for six years. There are still 
plans to get the conference IT person to give us 
pointers on updating our communication system.  
Even after the pandemic is over, an online presence 
will be important for all churches.  It’s been suggest-
ed that Memorial money might be spent on a new 
system.  The Jack Becker Memorial money was 
specified to be used on new chairs for the church 
foyer and they have been ordered. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
Jeremy Volkmar joined us since he will be taking 
over as chairperson for this committee, beginning in 
January, 2021. 
Carl Holland moved to adjourn.  Mary Hauskins se-
conded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned. 
 
Next Meeting: January 11, 2021 at 7:00 pm      
There will be no meeting in December. 
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Each week on Monday a group 
from our church meets in the Parlor 
at 9:00 a.m. to send cards of wel-

come, strength, and support as well as to pray for our congrega-
tion and for the needs of the church, you are more than welcome 
to join them.  Please join them in prayer.  If you would like to 
be apart of the prayer chain please call Elaine Hargis at 443-
3205 or email her at ejhargis4@gmail.com. Always remember 

to update us with any email changes. 

Joys: Making mask, Donations for NOW Committee, all 
the notes & cards being sent out and received. 
 

Concerns:   
Roger Gerlach, Family waiting on surgery, Nursing home 
friends & family, The Family of Georgianne Tompkins, 
Virgil Runge, Morris Brooks, Francesca Dominquez Family 
 
 

Words of Gratitude:  
 

Dear Church Family, 
Brian and I would like to thank everyone for their calls, texts, thoughts, prayers, and some very delicious 

meals as we dealt with having Covid.  To know that you have such wonderful people to lean on makes the 
heart warm.  Our sincerest appreciation.  Brian and Kendra Beattie. 

Dear Church Family, 
We would like to thank our church family for all 

of the prayers and cards we received during this 
time of grief.  The outpouring of love is truly 
appreciated.  Curt was a special man and he will 

be missed.  
Thank you, The Holland Family 

To the Crusaders Class, I want to thank you for 
the lovely flowers. Mary Ruth Bierman 

Now Committee, Thank you for thinking of our 

family during our time of loss. We appreciate 
the card. 
JD, Sarah, & Amelia Cundiff 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF  

THE PEOPLE 

 



12/01 Kursten Boucher 
 Jamie Jeffers 
12/02 Gary Henson 
 David Robinson 
12/05 Bertha Becker 
12/08 Liam Renner 
12/09 Liz Beckley 
 Terry Nagel  
12/10 Randy Haskenhoff 
12/12 Owen Butler 
 Sue Ann Douglas 
 Fran Hawkins 
12/13 Braxton Glodo 
12/14 Dan Cowan 
12/15 Michael Hall 
 Jim Haury 
 John Jeffers. Sr. 
 Rebecca Nagel 
 James Neilson  
 
12/16 Kendra Beattie 
12/17 Michael Edwards 
12/18 Beverly Harms 
 Travis Heller 
 Jeff Morrison 
12/19 Marsha Schwartz 
12/20 Traci Beckley 
 Kris Clendenin 
 John Jeffers, Jr. 
 Linda Presley 
 Betty Slavens 
12/21  Kelsey Cowan  
12/24 Lucas Gerlach 
12/25 Ella Renner 
12/27 Douglas Baue 
 Elliot Mueller 
12/28 Becky McClure 
 John Wright 
12/30 Suzanne Beattie 
12/31 Lindsay Schroeder 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

12/06 Bruce & Cindy Heck 
12/07 Marty & Theresa Patton 
12/13 Ryan & Samantha Schupbach 
12/15 Stephen & Abbey Miles 
12/17 James & Donna McBride 
12/18 Ross & Valerie Slaven 
12/22 Dave & Cindy Sickmeyer 

INSERT THE LAMPLIGHTER 

Date General 

Budget 

Capital 

Campaign 

Other Total  

For the  

Week 

10.25.20 2,994.66 417.50 131.83 40 

11.01.20 3,916.74 475.89 239.02 40 

11.08.20 4,372.75 557.00 97.22 19/39 

11.15.20 3,394.02 1,964.02 1,747.22 15/36 

Total for Year to Date: $  177,125.36 

Alexandra  

Isabel Norton 
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Sunday 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
 

2 3 
 

4 
 

5 

6  
 
 
Advent Reflection  
Facebook 6pm 

7 
 

8 
 

9 10 11 
 

12 
 

13 
 
 
Advent Reflection  
Facebook 6pm 

14 15 
 

16 
Christmas 
Carol Singing 
Facebook Live 

17 18 
 

19 

20 
 
 
Advent Reflection  
Facebook 6pm 

21 
 

22 
Blue Christmas -  
Facebook Live 

23 
 

24  

Christmas 
Eve 
 

25  

Christmas 

26 

27 First Sunday after 
Christmas Day 

28 
 

29 30 
 

31 
New Year’s 
Eve 

  

Sunday Schedule 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:00 am Worship 

Office Hours:  
Mon, Wed, Friday 8:30 - 1:30 pm 
Phone (618) 443-3714 
Email: spartafumc@yahoo.com       

SAVE THE DATES: 

 “FOR  I KNOW THE PLANS I HAVE FOR YOU 

DECLARES THE LORD , PLANS TO GIVE YOU  

A FUTURE AND A HOPE”  

 JEREMIAH 29:11  

Second Sunday of 
Advent 

Third Sunday of  
Advent 

Fourth Sunday of 
Advent 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjIzvOthezYAhWQ61MKHeonBIEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fstmarkssouthborough.org%2Fash-wednesday%2F&psig=AOvVaw2SRlZVDeJzd4kqV7jU14Zd&ust=1516726524185824


First United Methodist Church 
600 W. University 
Sparta, IL 62286 
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Dated Material - Mailed Out on November 19,2020 

Reflecting  

The 

 Light of God! 

On Facebook:  

Sparta First United Methodist Church 
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